GHANA MISSION MAY 2009
Whilst many of us in the UK take the

availability of dialysis for granted, this is
rarely available, or is out of financial reach
in many countries, and death from kidney
failure often occurs within weeks. By
taking a kidney out of a fit family member
and transplanting it into their relative, lives
are saved.

Transplant Links has just returned from its
second medical mission to Ghana with
our team of 12 medical volunteers from
University Hospital Birmingham...

The first ever transplant in Ghana was
carried out by the TLC team last
November on Charles Antwi, who
received a kidney from his sister Abigail.
The team was delighted to see Charles
again on this return visit.“He is doing
really well” says Dr Jennie Jewitt-Harris,
Chief Executive of
TLC.“He was close
to death when we
saw him last year.
Now he’s living a
full life again, and
we've heard the
wonderful news
that he has a place
at Medical School.
It’s so rewarding to
be able to make
such an impact on people’s lives in this way.”

We've had a very successful mission
which involved carrying out more life-
saving living kidney transplants and we
continued our training and education of
medical colleagues to help establish a
sustainable living transplant programme.
Each member of our medical team (which
included surgeons, nephrologists, nurses
and theatre practitioners) worked closely
with their medical equivalents in Ghana,
sharing skills.

Living transplants included transplanting a
kidney from an aunt to save her nephew,

and from a sister to save her brother. All TLC'’s Medical Director, Mr Andrew Ready

says that.“It’s a great experience to have
so many members of the Birmingham
team volunteering to come on missions
like this. A key aspect of all our visits is the
sharing of skills, and each member of the
team works so hard to make sure this
happens.”

went well in theatre, and they can now
look forward to normal lives again.
Bernice, who gave a kidney to her nephew
Ernest said, “We can now be a normal family
again. Ernest is like my own son - | just want
to see him happy and healthy again.”

The team was also delighted to see Felix
Yeboah, a small boy from Ghana whose
life was saved by TLC following their
first ever visit to the country.“When we
first saw Felix in Ghana we knew he only
had weeks left to lived” says Dr Jennie
Jewitt-Harris, “We knew we couldn’t get the
team to Ghana in time to save him, so we
arranged for him and his father (who
donated a kidney to save his son) to come
to the UK, and have the transplant here.
They both made a fantastic recovery. It was
very moving to see him at home with his

Above: Mr Andrew Ready, ]ames, and Ernest. James received
a kidney from his sister, and Ernest received a kidney from
his aunt.
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family, living a normal life again.”
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Felix’s family were so grateful for the work
of Dr Jennie Jewitt-Harris and TLC that
they made her Queen Mother of their
tribe - a high honour in recognition of the
impact of her work.

The team has much more work to do -
with further transplants and teaching
needed in Ghana, as well as support for
children who need transplants in Nigeria,
and a new mission to Nepal.“Word about
the success of this work has spread to other
countries,” admits Mr Ready, “And now it’s a
matter of trying to get the funds to continue
the work in the many countries needing our
support. It’s great to be making such a direct
difference.We are very grateful for any
support that can be given to make these visits
possible.”’

We very much hope that we may continue
to benefit from your generous support
and, on behalf of Transplant Links, thank
you!

www.transplantlinks.org

Above: The TLC Team at the British High
Commission in Accra, Ghana

Transplant Links (TLC) is a UK registered charity
with the primary objective of saving lives through

kidney transplantation in developing countries.

Trustees: Jennie Jewitt-Harris, Andrew Ready, Dwoma Adu, Drummond Paris and David Rowley

anspla S 0 D pDpe 2 0ad D DEe

Patrons: Adam Sir Magdi Yacoub, Hart-Davis, lan Gibson MPF, Quentin Cooper; Mr Bernard Ribeiro CBE, Baroness Julia Cumberlege CBE DL, Claire Rayner OBE, Yinka Shonibare MBE

U b 51338

d CO D& ted D guarantee 0. 62263



http://www.transplantlinks.org
http://www.transplantlinks.org

